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Minutes of meeting held on Thursday, 10th July 2025

In attendance: Cllr Peter Blyth (Chair), Cllr Kevin Ryan (Vice Chair), Cllr Anne Vine, Cllr Arun Pant, Cllr Andy Evans.
Clerk: C Ondeng
Also, District Councillor Robert Exton, Active Travel Representative Gareth Lewis, Allotment Association Chairman Tim Jacobs
Members of the public - None
Meeting is recorded as an aide memoire for the Clerk.
1. Chairman’s opening remarks

The Chairman welcomed all councillors and members of the public to the meeting.

2. Apologies for absence
There were none.
3. Declaration of Members’ Interest and application for dispensation.

There were none.

4. To confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held on 12th June 2025
Carried.

5. 	a)	An opportunity for the public to speak
		Letter received from the Allotment Society.
The Allotment Secretary briefed the meeting on the issue of trespass in relation to the building work on 2 properties on Chadacre Close which back onto the allotments. He felt that the property owners should have made contact with the allotment association especially as it involved removal of fence panels which had to be reinforced later. The Allotment Association sent a letter to the property owners indicating that they feel aggrieved that permission was not sought from them first.  It is imperative that permission should be sought for any future works. They should also make good what they move and clear any debris etc. A suggestion was made to put up a sign saying “private property no trespassing ” though this will then change when the parish name changes.
	b)	To receive verbal or written reports from our District Councillors
	An update from District Cllr Bradburn had been provided earlier and circulated.
· Planning application at 38 Astlethorpe (PLN/2025/0401) called in to MKCC’s Planning Panel; councillors will represent resident objections.
· Broken footbridge near fairy garden in Two Mile Ash still unresolved; Follow up with MKCC.
· New ward boundaries and Parish Council name change to Two Mile Ash Parish Council welcomed.
· Recent works: refreshed road markings near local schools, pavement repairs (Clay Hill), and parking area resurfaced (Ellesborough Grove).
· Ongoing work with Two Mile Ash School on parking issues and active travel initiatives.

Café
An enquiry was raised by Cllr Evans regarding the proposed Café and how it would be funded. Cllr Vine advised that the responsibility of getting the kitchen to full standard has now been passed to the Parish Council although it was previously assumed that the Landlord would work in partnership with the Parish Council. It emphasised that the idea has always been to serve a free hot meal to anybody who needs it. The discussions are still ongoing.

 6.	Community Projects
	a)	Coffee Mornings
	b)	MKPA Sessions
	C)	Consider Grant Application Request – Neighbourhood Watch
d)	Active Travel – School Zone Proposal - To receive a presentation from Gareth Lewis regarding a proposal to apply for a School Zone in Two Mile Ash.
	 To promote active travel which is walking and cycling and for wheelchairs to be given greater priority as the Dutch model. To encourage children who are 9 years + to walk or cycle to school which makes the experience much nicer. This idea is supported by the local authorities. Active Travel encourages people to walk/cycle using signs like park smart however, the uptake is still quite low. The next step would be to encourage people to cycle/walk by providing the right infrastructure as in the Netherlands. Abbey Hill Parish Council has been requested to support this initiative. The meeting was also informed that other parish and city councils have expressed support for this initiative.  
7.	Finance
	a)	Consider reports for the financial position for the month ending June 2025
		Carried.
Cllr Ryan requested a copy of the amended accounts pertaining to the month of May 2025. These will be circulated.
	b)	Approve upcoming payments in July 2025
		Provided on a separate sheet of paper.

8.	Communications
	a)	Update on the Hire Agreement with Watling Valley Partnership
		There is still no information from Watling Valley Partnership.
9.	Update on alternative website 
	This item was deferred to the next meeting.
10	Environment & Assets
	a) 	Update on goal post
The quotes received are too high therefore this item was deferred to next meeting.
	b)	Update on broken footbridge
		The Council has made this safe by blocking it off.
c)	Street sweeping/Weeds/Condition and maintenance of footpaths
d)	Update on Glendale
Chair and Clerk to set up a meeting with Great Holm & Loughton Parish Council Clerk on how to work together.
11.	Meetings
	a)	Receive and consider items for the next meeting.
		i) To obtain more quotes for the Website.
	b)	Confirm date of next meeting.
		The next Council meeting will be held on 11th September 2025
13.	Correspondence
	a) 	Flooding Survey
		Cllr Ryan completed the survey and submitted online.
	b)	Letter received from Allotment Society
The Allotment Society was requested to give consideration to the installation of a lock on the gates to prevent future incidents of trespassing. The Chairman of the Allotment Society reported that a letter had been sent to the individual responsible for the recent damage, requesting that the damage be made good.
		
12.	Planning
	To consider any planning applications received.
	There were none.

Meeting was closed at 21.25

	     Signed:
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